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"Ztolﬁle commxttee ‘that e'”nad pre
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WASHINGTON ~— fl’hé" '"v_C'IA",’
pened more than 215,000, letters to !
nd from the Soviect Union for 20 .
ears, even though it knew that the
ractice was iilegal and two intcmala
tudies had showed the operanon to -
e poorly run and of mnrgmal intelti: .
cnce value, aecordmg to -evidence
nade public yesterdz\y by lhe Senme {
ntelligence Committee. = = -« o
The disclosures were- nmde n[ter it. Al
ad been learned that thé' CIA had’
pened and read at-feast. three and‘
)erhaps eight letters \vrmen by Coms:
sittee Chairma& Frank Chur ch (D
daho) during and after. a; tnp he
1ade to the Soviet Umon in 1971 ]
Church. confirfoed that.’ copies of:
xo letters he had wntten to the So-’
iet. Union “thanking, ouf; losts for'4
heir courtcsxes" had»’"been found
ter in CIA files. - ot
Statistics prowdcd by the CIA and '
1adeé : publxc by - the con"*nttee
howed that cnvelopcs contammg

wore than 2.7 millien letters to and- 4
-om the Soviet Union and passing’
wough the New York City post of-
ce had been pho!ooraphcd ‘and that
15,820 had been opened. !

lqnmst Fﬂdcrnl Law
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Opemno m'ui is - anmmt fcdcm\
1w, althoiigh’ éxammmg and copying-
yformation_on the-outside of lotters
i permissible- under: strictly limited {
ircumstances Inv ohmg national sc- ;
urity. ...

~Thomas . Abernathy, formcrly vxlh
he 'CIA inspector gencral's ofﬂce
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ru!e'hfto tcsn[y. before *the dﬁmmxttee :
ioday ;
Stcwa t sa

pared a study’ in Fchuary 1961 shoiv-"

clits hnvc accrued’ to. the, agency

Sovict lel on from the inal

operation, ;v gty is s
Abernathy:dlso. sai

i-found a-lack of coordm'mon amnng

the various CIA units invplved in-th 1 1952as &, legal. mail-cover “operas

prograi.. He. said he - had - recom:: ;o iri‘“which *the - ousides ‘of enve:,

mended rcconsndcrmgxts value as well ‘opes VWere photogiaphed; Bi vir

as preparing a cover story in. ca_s s’ cx;)and%d mto pim L0p :;a;m;oc;x;

i PRS0 DN, Sl tho ol wos Gpned, T pis
“ R , tam ‘{vas”contidued. wmitil whe

Wc aqsuwed c\cry b°dy rcalired,it .%nmes Schlesinger;” the CIA dlrcctm51 !

was illegal,” John Glennon, g formcr thc “ofgdered it stopped. “ ,,' i

‘CIA offxcml “testified. ‘Glerinon” cons " ¢ stopped » e

‘ducted.a; study in’1969. that found, no

;;ewdencc* that * the; operation “pra-

‘vided ‘significant leads or information.’;

hich" would have x‘gytéd!a{pomxvc:

g ",
- 25 man m chalge of xIe m:ul opemno

;d =protect turmng the<pr01ect over
* the ‘FBL ot closmg it;down.
he- ‘matl -opening’ prog"a'n beoan N

spector gcneral’s office:in? 1969 told

: the:-committee s that.-he-+had:. bnefed i
/Richard M:. Helms,. the: CIA director 3
then,-on' the’ mail—opemng proeect andJ
tha s ikiWwas . my! understandng that'?

i it was illegal.”!
i Hch'ns, now.:gimbassador : {0
was inn the nudience as’ Stewart testi- J
fned. Thc former dnector ls schcd-~
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